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Works on the History of Buddhism in India and Tibet 
 
This is a partial list of scholarly and general works on the history of Buddhism, primarily focused 
on the traditions of India and Tibet. It is meant as a research aid for Maitripa students as well as 
other interested readers.  
 

 

General Buddhism 
 
Gethin, Rupert. The Foundations of Buddhism. OPUS Series. Oxford University Press, 1998. 
Gombrich, Richard F. What the Buddha Thought. Oxford Centre for Buddhist Studies 

Monographs. Equinox Publications, 2009. 
Gross, Rita M. Buddhism After Patriarchy: A Feminist History, Analysis, and Reconstruction of 

Buddhism. State University of New York Press, 1993.  
Harvey, Peter. An Introduction to Buddhism: Teachings, History and Practices. Cambridge 

University Press, 1990. 
Lopez, Jr., Donald S. Buddhism: A Journey Through History. Yale University Press, 2024. 
Lopez, Jr., Donald S. Buddhism in Practice. Princeton Readings in Religions. Princeton University 

Press, 1995.  
Lopez, Jr., Donald S. Curators of the Buddha: The Study of Buddhism Under Colonialism. 

University of Chicago Press, 1995. 
Lopez, Jr., Donald S. From Stone to Flesh: A Short History of the Buddha. University of Chicago 

Press, 2013. 
Lopez, Jr., Donald S., and Jack Miles, eds. “Buddhism.” In Norton Anthology of World Religions, 

First. W.W. Norton & Company, 2015. 
Makransky, John J. “Historical Consciousness as an Offering to the Trans-Historical Buddha.” In 

Buddhist Theology: Critical Reflections by Contemporary Buddhist Scholars. 
RoutledgeCurzon, 2003. 

Prebish, Charles S., and Damien Keown. Introducing Buddhism. Routledge, 2010. 
Rhys Davids, T. W. Buddhism: Being a Sketch of the Life and Teachings of Gautama, The Buddha. 

London, New York, 1877. 
Skilton, Andrew. A Concise History of Buddhism. Windhorse Publications, 1994. 
Strong, John. The Experience of Buddhism: Sources and Interpretations. 3rd ed. Religious Life in 

History. Thomson/Wadsworth, 2008.  
Tsomo, Karma Lekshe. Women in Buddhist Traditions. Women in Religions. New York University 

Press, 2020.  
 

 

Buddhism in India 
 
Bronkhorst, Johannes. Buddhist Teaching in India. Studies in Indian and Tibetan Buddhism. 

Wisdom Publications, 2009. 
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Burnouf, Eugène. Introduction to the History of Indian Buddhism. Translated by Donald S. Lopez, 
Jr. and Katia Buffetrille. 1876; University of Chicago Press, 2010. 

Cabezón, José Ignacio. Sexuality in Classical South Asian Buddhism. Studies in Indian and 
Tibetan Buddhism. Wisdom Publications, 2017. 

Collins, Steven. Selfless Persons: Imagery and Thought in Theravāda Buddhism. Cambridge 
University Press, 1990.  

Davidson, Ronald. Indian Esoteric Buddhism: A Social History of the Tantric Movement. 
Columbia University Press, 2002. 

Drewes, David. “Early Indian Mahāyāna Buddhism I: Recent Scholarship.” Religion Compass 3 
(2009): 1–11. 

Drewes, David. “Early Indian Mahāyāna Buddhism II: New Perspectives.” Religion Compass 3 
(2009): 1–9. 

Drewes, David. “The Idea of the Historical Buddha.” Journal of the International Association of 
Buddhist Studies 40 (2017): 1–25. https://doi.org/doi:%252010.2143/JIABS.40.0.3269003. 

Gombrich, Richard. “How the Mahayana Began.” In The Buddhist Forum, Volume 1: Seminar 
Papers 1987-1988, vol. 1, edited by Tadeusz Skorupski. Heritage, 1990. 

Gombrich, Richard. Theravāda Buddhism: A Social History from Ancient Benares to Modern 
Colombo. Routledge Taylor & Francis Group, 2006. 

Harrison, Paul. “Searching for the Origins of the Mahāyāna: What Are We Looking For?” The 
Eastern Buddhist 28, no. 1 (1995): 48–69. 

Kapstein, Matthew T. Reason’s Traces: Identity and Interpretation in Indian and Tibetan 
Buddhist Thought. Wisdom Publications, 2001. 

Lamotte, Étienne. History of Indian Buddhism: From the Origins to the Śaka Era. Translated by 
Sara Webb-Boin. Publications de l’Institut Orientaliste de Louvain 36. 1958; Université 
catholique de Louvain, Institut orientaliste, 1988. 

Nattier, Jan. A Few Good Men: The Bodhisattva Path According to The Inquiry of Ugra 
(Ugraparipṛcchā). University of Hawai’i Press, 2003. 

Prebish, Charles S. Buddhist Monastic Discipline: The Sanskrit Prātimokṣa Sūtras of the 
Mahāsāṃghikas and Mūlasarvāstivādins. Pennsylvania State University Press, 1975. 

Schopen, Gregory. Figments and Fragments of Mahāyāna Buddhism in India: More Collected 
Papers. University of Hawai’i Press, 2005. 

Snellgrove, David. Indo-Tibetan Buddhism: Indian Buddhists and Their Tibetan Successors. Two. 
Shambhala Publications, 1987. 

Williams, Paul, Anthony Tribe, and Alexander Wynne. Buddhist Thought: A Complete 
Introduction to the Indian Tradition. 2nd ed. Routledge, Taylor & Francis, 2000. 

Williams, Paul, Anthony Tribe, and Alexander Wynne. “Mantranaya/Vajrayāna – Tantric 
Buddhism in India.” In Buddhist Thought: A Complete Introduction to the Indian Tradition, 
2nd ed. Routledge, Taylor & Francis, 2000. 

 

 

Buddhism in Tibet 
 

https://doi.org/doi:%252010.2143/JIABS.40.0.3269003
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Cabezón, José Ignacio, and Roger R. Jackson, eds. Tibetan Literature: Studies in Genre. Studies in 
Indo-Tibetan Buddhism. Snow Lion Publications, 1996. 

Davidson, Ronald M. Tibetan Renaissance: Tantric Buddhism in the Rebirth of Tibetan Culture. 
Columbia University Press, 2005. 

Goldstein, Melvyn C., and Gelek Rimpoche. A History of Modern Tibet. University of California 
Press, 1989. WorldCat. 

Goldstein, Melvyn, and Matthew Kapstein. Buddhism in Contemporary Tibet: Religious Revival 
and Cultural Identity. University of California Press, 1998. 

Gyatso, Janet, and Hanna Havnevik, eds. Women in Tibet. Columbia University Press, 2005. 
Kapstein, Matthew, Kurtis R. Schaeffer, and Gray Tuttle, eds. Sources of Tibetan Tradition. 

Introduction to Asian Civilizations. Columbia University Press, 2013.  
Kapstein, Matthew T. The Tibetan Assimilation of Buddhism: Conversion, Contestation, and 

Memory. Oxford University Press, 2000. 
Kapstein, Matthew T. The Tibetans. Peoples of Asia. Blackwell, 2006.  
Karmay, Samten G. The Arrow and the Spindle: Studies in History, Myths, Rituals and Beliefs in 

Tibet. Vol. 1. The Arrow and the Spindle: Studies in History, Myths, Rituals and Beliefs in 
Tibet. Mandala Book Point, 1998. 

Karmay, Samten G. The Arrow and the Spindle: Studies in History, Myths, Rituals and Beliefs in 
Tibet. Vol. 2. The Arrow and the Spindle: Studies in History, Myths, Rituals and Beliefs in 
Tibet. Mandala Book Point, 2005. 

Powers, John. A Concise Introduction to Tibetan Buddhism. Snow Lion Publications, 2008. 
Powers, John. Introduction to Tibetan Buddhism. Snow Lion Publications, 2007. 
Samuel, Geoffrey. Civilized Shamans: Buddhism in Tibetan Societies. Smithsonian Institution 

Press, 1993. 
Samuel, Geoffrey. Introducing Tibetan Buddhism. Routledge, 2012. 
Schaeffer, Kurtis R., and Gray Tuttle, eds. The Tibetan History Reader. Columbia University 

Press, 2013.  
Schaik, Sam van. Tibet: A History. Yale University Press, 2011. 
Shakya, Tsering. The Dragon in the Land of Snows: A History of Modern Tibet Since 1947. 

Columbia University Press, 1999. 
Smith, E. Gene. Among Tibetan Texts: History and Literature of the Himalayan Plateau. Edited 

by Kurtis R. Schaeffer. Wisdom Publications, 2001. 
Snellgrove, David, and Hugh Richardson. A Cultural History of Tibet. 1968; Shambhala, 1995. 
Stein, Rolf A. Tibetan Civilization. Translated by J. E. Stapleton Driver. Stanford University Press, 

1972. 
 

 

Traditional Histories of Buddhism 
 
Bsod-nams-rgyal-mtshan, McComas Taylor, Choedak Yuthok, and Bstan-ʼdzin-rgya-mtsho. The 

Clear Mirror: A Traditional Account of Tibet’s Golden Age. Snow Lion Publications, 1996.  
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Bu-ston Rin-chen-grub, and Eugéne Obermiller. History of Buddhism (Chos-Ḥbyung). 2 vols. 
Materialien Zur Kunde Des Buddhismus; Hft. 18, 19; Hft. 18, 19. In kommission bei O. 
Harrassowitz, 1932. Reprint, Sri Satguru Publications, 1998. 

Deyu, and Dan Martin. A History of Buddhism in India and Tibet: An Expanded Version of the 
Dharma’s Origins Made by the Learned Scholar Deyu. Vol. 32. Library of Tibetan Classics. 
Wisdom Publications, 2022. 

Gzhon-nu-dpal, Gos lo-tsa-ba, and George N. Roerich. The Blue Annals. Translated by George N. 
Roerich. 2 vols. Kolkata, 1949. Reprint, Motilal Banarsidass, 2016.  

Tāranātha. Tāranātha’s History of Buddhism in India. Edited by Debiprasad Chattopadhyaya. 
Translated by Alaka Chattopadhyaya and Lama Chimpa. Indian Institute of Advanced 
Study, 1970. 

 
 


